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Neighborhood Watch — by LaTanya Cole

For a few weeks in the fall of 2006, our neighborhood was targeted by unwanted visitors who vandalized our
cars and made us feel unsafe. Our Neighborhood Watch Team got the word out to residents and coordinated
with the 3™ Precinct of the VB Police Department (VBPD) to investigate these crimes and obtained increased
police presence in Church Point.

In addition, the HOA Board approved money for increased security, and block captain (and retired police
officer) Bob Whipkey worked diligently with the VBPD to coordinate the staffing of off-duty police officers. The
officers were in uniform and drove police vehicles. In all, we received 30+ hours of off-duty security during
the holiday season, which is traditionally a high-crime period.

Bob kept logs of the reports that he received from the officers and reported his findings to the Board and
myself. Bob’s summary was very interesting; these are some of the police findings that were reported: a non-
resident 17 year-old with bleeding hands (said he was hitting mailboxes — none were found damaged), a
white van with multiple occupants (owner of van lives in Pembroke area - plate is on file), a domestic
disturbance call, a car door left wide open on Meeting House Lane, humerous parking violations, and 4
reckless driving tickets (all were CP residents or guests, all were driving over 40 mph, AND all had a bad
attitude when stopped by the police). See the article on p. 5 by Neal Curtin, HOA President, for his thoughts
on this report.

The best result of our having had the increased security — | have not received one crime report since mid—
December! (Let’s all knock on wood).

Wishing for good luck, though, is not enough. Our next challenge as a neighborhood is to continue to practice
the good habits that we've developed:

Park your car in the garage if possible

Do not leave valuables in your car (even if under seat or in trunk)

Do not leave your car running and step away, even for “2 seconds”

Report non-residents who are soliciting without a permit and/or acting suspiciously to the police (call
385-2703 for non-emerg. or 9-1-1 for emerg.)

Before retiring for evening... check for a closed garage door, all doors are locked, windows are
secured, and alarms are set

Turn on your outside lights daily at dusk or set to timer

We know now that we are not immune to crime, but we can also do something about it. Now would be a great
time for more of you to get involved in the Neighborhood Watch program. | can always use more block
captains and other volunteers. Contact me at elcee.cole@verizon.net or 757/460-3157.

Thank you to VBPD (especially LT. Adams and MPO Leta Krieger), The Select Group, the selfless Block
Captains (especially Bob Whipkey), and of course the Block Watchers — without you, there would be no
Neighborhood Watch.

Changes to Church Point Directory — Welcome, Newcom ers!

PAYNE, Thomas and Barbara 1728 Jordans Parish Ptz 627-0410
HAFER, Alexander and Jessica 4141 Church Point Rad
MOHAMMADI, L. Genovese and Khashayar 1701 Hosskine Mews

WILLIAMS, Virgil Jr. 3944 Meeting House Road
BRADECICH, Jason 1705 Pilgrims Mews
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