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Neighborhood Watch — by LaTanya Cole

With summer vacations coming, | thought it would be a good time to provide a Home Security Checklist to
give you some ideas for providing the highest possible levels of security for your home and property. Here
are some key ideas to keep in mind:

The overhead garage door has a lock so that we do not rely solely on the automaric O 0O
door opener to provide security.
Garage doors are all locked when leaving the house. 0O o
The sliding glass door has a strong, working key locks. 00
A dowel or a pin to secure a glass door has been installed to prevent the door from 0
being shoved aside or lifted off the track.
The sliding door is locked every night and each ritne we leave the house. 0
*
Security When Away From Home Yes No
At least rwo light timers have been set to turn the lights on and off in a logical 3 1
sequence, when we are away from home for an extended time period.
The motion detector or other alarm system (if we have one) has been activated when 0
we leave home.
Mail and newspaper deliveries have been stopped or arrangements for a neighbor/ O
friend to pick them up have been made when we go away from home for a period of
time.

A neighbor has been asked to tend the yard and watch our home when we are away. 0O S 2 0f 8
age 2o
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No Kayaking From Riverfront
Park on Springhouse Trall

The HOA Board voted in June to prohibit anyon
from launching or landing kayaks at the small pa
on Springhouse Trail. This is common land
owned by the HOA. Signs are being posted to
show that this is private land for use by Church
Point residents only and kayaking is prohibited.
Signs have always been there banning swimmir
fishing, and crabbing.

The kayak ban is necessary because several pq
have started to use that site to launch kayaks —
many of whom are not Church Point residents.
Use of this area is dangerous because of rocks
debris under water. Moreover, a colonial-era
graveyard is located just offshore, and some
gravestones can still be seen at low tide. Itis
suited for a quiet, historical site and scenic
overlook, not a recreation area.
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No Break (or Brake) on Chiah Point
Property Assessments

A recent article in the Virginian-Pilot mentionduht three high-cost
Virginia Beach communities — Reserve at Great Neagomar, and
North End — had their real estate assessmentsdovadter a review by
the assessor’s office. A Church Point residenéddke Board to see
why Church Point’s assessments weren't similanydieed. Board
President Neal Curtin wrote to the assessor'sef#iied received the
following reply. Bottom line: no lowering of assaments for Church
Point ... but the good news is sales prices dielitnbing here:

“The assessments citywide were prepared using sales from July 1, 2005, through
June 30, 2006. In January, 2007, the new assessments citywide were reviewed
against sales from July 1, 2006, through December 31, 2006. There were 10 newer
sales in Church Point, and on average the assessments were at 98% of those sale
prices. There have been 8 additional sales through about May 15, 2007, and the
assessments on average are at 93% of those 2007 sales. It appears that sales in
Church Point continue to rise slightly.”
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